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1. Name . 

hd@toric USS I n t r e p i d  (dv-11) 

8nd:or common 

2. Location 
rtromt a n u m b  I n t r e p i d  Square n o t t o r g u # i c r ~ o r r  

city; town New York - vicintty of 

auto New York cock WntV cod. 

3. Classif [cation 
- - 

Category Ownership 
- dl8trl~t - public 
- bulMlng(s) privite 
- structum - both 
- site Publlc Acquisition 
A- object - in process - k i n g  considered 

- -- 

Skhrs 
X occupkd 
- umcupkd  
- work in progress 
Accessible 
L yes: restricted 
-- yes: unrestricted 
I K 1  

4. Owner of Property 
- - - - - - -- 

MIW I n t r e p i d  Sea-Air-Space Museum 

st-t 6 numtmr I n t r e p i d  Square 

city,town New York - viclnlty ot ~tra New York 10036 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. b-nt n f  Parkc  & T~rmin;rls 

cHy, town New York s'r'o New York 10004 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
tttk N/A has this property boon detenninod digibk? - y.8 - no 

&to f e d e r a l  a t a t e  c o u n t y  - loul 
-- --- 

d.posltmy for suwev records 
.- - -- - 

cW, town state --- -- 



--/ - - - 

7.  Description 

Condition C h e k  one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated unaltered N f  A original site 
-x- 9-d - ruins -c a l t d  NJ!A moved date . .- ... - --- -- - 

. - - - 

- fair - uncxpoW 
- _  - --_ ._- - -  - - --- _- - -- --_-- . -.-- -- - - - - - --- 

Mscdbo the present snd original (it known) physical b a r w r c e  

USS I n t r e p i d  (CV-11) was l a i d  down at-  t h e  Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Co., on December 1, 1941. Af t e r  t h e  outbreak of t he  war, work on USS In t r ep id  
was acce l e ra t ed  and she  was launched Apr i l  26, 1943, and cornmlssioned on August 
16, 1943. 

USS In t r ep id  was t h e  t h i r d  Easex c l a s s  c a r r i e r  t o  be l a i d  down by t h e  United 
S ta t e s .  The Essex c l a s s  of c a r r i e r s  was a half-way design. C a r r i e r s  of t h a t  
c l a s s  were developed a f t e r  t h e  end of t h e  Washington Naval Trea ty  and were thus  
cons iderably  l a r g e r  than comparable s h i p s  designed e a r l i e r .  However, t he  out- 
break of the  war and t h e  need t o  rush  s h i p s  i n t o  ac t ion  meant t h a t  they would 
be developed from e a r l i e r  treaty-bound designs. 1 The Essex c l a s s  was e s s e n t i a l l y  
an enlarged improved version of t h e  previous Yorktown c l a s s  f ea tu r ing  added 
a n t i a i r c r a f t  armament, new high p re s su re  b o i l e r s ,  new en  echelon machinery 
arrangement, b e t t e r  underwater p ro t ec t ion ,  more powerful ca tapuQts ,  and a 
second armoured deck on the  hanger leve l .2  

S p e c i f i c  s h i p  da t a  concerning USS I n t r e p i d  is: 

Displacement: 27,000 tons  s tandard  / 36,000 tons f u l l  load 

Length: 872 f e e t  

Width: 148 f e e t  

Draft :  28 f e e t  f u l l  load  

Machinery : $-Shaft Westinghouse Turbines, 8 Babcock & Wilcox 
Boi lers  

Range : 15,000 miles a t  15  knots  

Armament : 

Bel t  4-2.5 inches ,  hanger deck 2.5 inches ,  armour deck 
over b e l t  1.5 inches  

90 p lus  a i r c r a f t ,  12-5 inch / 38 c a l i b e r  guns, var ious  ' 

combinations of a n t i a i r c r a f t  guns 

Crew: 3,400 wartime 

USS I n t r e p i d  was extens ive ly  modernized by t h e  Navy i n  1954 t o  convert  h e r  t o  a 
modern a t t a c k  c a r r i e r  capable of handling j e t s .  All heavy guns were removed, 
t he  c e n t e r l i n e  e l e v a t o r  was sea l ed ,  and a new heavy duty s t a rboa rd  s i d e  e l e v a t o r  
was i n s t a l l e d .  I n  a l a t e r  r e f i t  an angled f l i g h t  deck was added t o  t h e  por t  
s i d e  of t h e  sh ip .  



- -  - 

8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

. . -  1400-1499 
.._ 1500-1599 

--. 16W1699 
- -  1700-1799 
.---- 1800-1899 
A. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic conservation . law science 

- agriculture economics literature . . sculpture 
. architecture education X military social: 

art engineering - . music humanitarian 
- commerce exploration settlement philosophy - - . theater 

--- communications industry .-. . politics government - transportation 
- invention - - other (specify) 

~ p e c ~ i c  dates 194 2 - 1 943 . 
------.-- -- - - 

Builder.Architect Newport News S h i  pbu i l  d i n g  and DQ Dock Company 
- -  - - - -- - -- ---- -. -- . -- --- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Role of t h e  A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r  i n  World War 11 

I n  t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  World War I t h e  n a t u r e  and concept ion of nava l  power was 
changed by, t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  a i r p l a n e  and t h e  r i s e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  
Suppo r t e r s  -of a i rpower argued t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e s h i p  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a p i t a l  s h i p  
of t h e  navy was o b s o l e t e  because of t h e  long r each  of nava l  a i r c r a f t .  Th i s  
view was s t reng thened  e a r l y  i n  World War I1 when t h e  B r i t i s h  c a r r i e d  ou t  a  
c a r r i e r  s t r i k e  on t h e  I t a l i a n  b a t t l e f l e e t  a t  Taran to  on Novembe? 11, 1940. 
Subsequent Japanese c a r r i e r  s t r i k e s  on t h e  American b a t t l e f l e e t  a t  P e a r l  Harbor 
and on t h e  ~ r i t i s h  s h i p s  HMS P r ince  of  Wales and HMS Repulse confirmed t h e  new 
o r d e r  of nava l  s t r a t e g y .  The P a c i f i c  war of 1941-1945 a g a i n s t  Japan was fought  
ove r  v a s t  s t r e t c h e s  of ocean employing a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  a s  h igh ly  mobile 
weapons capable  of de s t roy ing  enemy s h i p s  and bases  a t  g r e a t  d i s t ance s .  The 
succe s s  of t h e  Japanese  i n  t h e  e a r l y  phases  of t h e  war and t h e  Americans i n  t h e  
l a t e r  s t a g e s  of t h e  war was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  t o  t h e  succe s se s  of - 
t h e  c a r r i e r  ba t t l eg roups  deployed by each s i de .  The d e f e a t  of t h e  Japanese 
a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  by 1944 was a  preview t o  t h e  su r r ende r  of Japan i n  1945. 

S i g n i f i c a n c e  

USS I n t r e p i d  r e p r e s e n t s  American a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  t h a t  fought  a g a i n s t  Japan i n  
World War I1 f o r  t h e  fo l l owing  reasons:  

1 .  USS I n t r e p i d  i s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Essex c l a s s  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s .  
These s h i p s  were f i r s t  o rdered  i n  1940 and were ready f o r  a c t i o n  by 1943. 
The Essex c l a s s  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  formed t h e  c o r e  of t h e  f a s t  c a r r i e r  task 
f o r c e s  t h a t  won t h e  war i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  A f t e r  1945 t h e  Essex c l a s s  formed 
t h e  co re  of t h e  postwar c a r r i e r  f l e e t  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  

2. USS I n t r e p i d  was t h e  t h i r d  Essex c l a s s  c a r r i e r  b u i l t  by t h e  United S t a t e s .  
She was commissioned i n  August 1943 and fought  a g a i n s t  Japan  f o r  two years .  
USS I n t r e p i d  was h i t  by enemy a c t i o n  on f i v e  occas ions  and fought  i n  t h e  
l a r g e s t  nava l  b a t t l e  i n  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of Leyte  Gulf i n  1944. 
USS I n t r e p i d  he lped  t o  s i n k  both of Japan ' s  s u p e r b a t t l e s h i p s ,  Yamato and 
Musashi. She rece ived  f i v e  b a t t l e s t a r s  f o r  h e r  World War I1 s e rv i ce .  



9. Major Bibliographical References 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

10. Geographical Data 
AC- of nominated property N/A 
wmngh Central Park 
U7 M References 

*11 181 15181c?l$ 14151 32181401 
Zone E8stlng Northing 

OMrangk scale 1 : 24 000 

"G1 w L-LLLd 
Zone Easting Northing 

Varb.1 boundary descdptlon and justffication 

U8 t  a l l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundark8 

state code county code 

sbte code county code 
- - -  

11. Form Prepared By 

nama/titIe Har ry  A. Butowsky 

organiutioh Nat iana l  Park Serv ice  date May 1% 

street & number D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r y  tekphom (202 1 343-8168 

c~ty  or town Washington state DC 20013-7127 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public h w  8 9  
665). 1 hereby nominate this property tor inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
wcording to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Pa& Sonic@. 

State Historic Preservation Officer sianature 

W k  date 

Fot NPS use only 
I cortlfy t M  thla property is Included In the N a t h l  fbglstu 

d& 

Ktmpw d the National Register 



o m  Ma m24-Ool8 
Eap. lO+i-64 
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USS Intrepid is  i n  good condition and, although extensively modernized since 
World War 11, she retains much of her wartime integrity. Her basic hull design, 
engines, machinery, operational equipment and hundreds of individual compart- 
ments remain intact from World War XI, USS Intrepid is now operated as a 
memorial and museum sh ip  in New York City by the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space-Museum. 
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3, USS Intrepid is in good condition and although extensively modernized in 
the years since 1945 retains much of her wartime integrity, Her basic 
hull design, machinery, engines, and operational equipment and hundreds of 
compartments still date from World War 11. 
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I .  Norman Friedman, US Alrcraft Carriers - An Illustrated IkSiIZn Ustorp 
(Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Prera , 1983.), p, 133. 

2. Roger Cheenau, ed,, Conway's All The world's Fighting Shipr 1922-1946 
(New York: Mayflower Books, L980), p, 104. 
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LOCATION 

lntrepid Square-a new address in midtown 
Manhattan. 

The lntrepid is permanentfy berthed at Pier 86, 
at the west end of Forty Sixth Street in the Hudson 
River. Mayor Ed Koch, foreseeing the museum as a 
centerpiece in the Crty's planned West Side rede- 
velopment, christened the surrounding area 
lntrepid Square in honor of the ship. Just Mocks 
away from New York's spectacular new Convention 
Center, lntrepid Square is flanked by the Hudson 
River Day Line and Circle Line piers to the south 
and the Eisenhower passenger ship terminal to the 
north. Pier 86 is within easy access of nearly all of 
Manhattan's best known tourist attractions, and is 
serviced by public transportation, with parking 
nearby. 

A perfect location-for one of New York Cii's 
most frequently visited addresses. 


